
Every month in communities across the United States 
and Canada, excited families gather for extraordinary 
days of fun and escape. Starlight Starbright’s Great 
EscapesSM provide families who are struggling to deal 
with life threatening and chronic childhood illnesses 
with an opportunity to spend time together outside 
the hospital to relax, regroup and return home with a 
renewed sense of strength and hope. 

“Attending Great Escapes has been the most wonderful 
thing for my family,” says a mother in Portland. “They 
have allowed us to have quality time together like we 
used to have before our child’s illness. After you have 
been through so much, you really don’t know what 
normal family time is anymore. Starlight Starbright is 
showing us how to do that again.” 

Providing support to everyone in the family is at the 
core of what Great Escapes is all about. “All of the 
turmoil began to take its toll on my daughters. They 
were powerless to do anything for their brother, and 
couldn’t help but become frustrated that their lives had 
changed so much,” recalls a mother from Los Angeles. 
“‘Mom, we don’t go anywhere anymore,’ they’d say. 
Then they’d feel guilty. At the Great Escape, my 
husband and I were grateful to see our children having 
fun and being children again.”

Great Escapes also allow families to forge connections 
with other families facing similar challenges, creating 
a network of support for everyone in the family so that 
no one feels alone.

“Thanks to Great Escapes, we have attended more 
family outings with our 11-year-old son Kenneth 
than we ever imagined possible. We have made new 
friends and exchanged information on how to make 
our children’s lives easier and more comfortable,” 
says a mother from Minneapolis.

Adds a young girl from Toronto, “I call it my special 
place because the other children that go to Great 
Escapes with me also suffer with some type of illness. 
They know what it is like to be sick or in pain. They 
understand that we all have good days and bad days.
We have a chance to talk about our illnesses and 
treatments, and no one judges us. It lets us have 
fun instead of seeing all the medical problems and 
tests we all face. Starlight Starbright allows me to be 
me and reminds me that I am not alone.”

Starting in 2006, Starlight Starbright began an 
ambitious, strategic expansion of the Great Escapes 
program, planning to one day provide monthly events 
in every part of the United States and Canada. And 
we’re making great strides. Corporate partners are 
rallying behind the program, eager to develop Great 
Escapes that bring their own special magic to seriously 
ill children and families. The Children’s Place’s® 
pajama party in Los Angeles, McCormick & Schmick’s® 
chefs-for-the-day event in Northern Virginia, CBRE’s® 
Halloween Haunt in Phoenix, CNA’s® annual teen 
prom in Chicago, TIAA-CREF’s® picnic and zoo party 
in Denver, and BankAtlantic’s® Sundaes on Sunday in 
South Florida — everywhere we are, the creativity and 
generosity of local businesses are helping us grow 
the program.

Thousands of individual donors and volunteers 
are also contributing to Great Escapes’ success. 
At a recent event in Dallas, for example, young 
girls were transformed into princesses thanks to 
boas, tiaras and magic wands handcrafted by both 
local and far-off volunteers through 
www.volunteermatch.org. At Jewelers for Children’s 
Sparkling Sundae Great Escapes in Los Angeles,
San Francisco, San Diego and Portland, local 
jewelers volunteered their time to help children 
make jewelry and other crafts.

“Daniel and Ariel spent their day making Christmas 
tree ornaments and jewelry. They had a wonderful 
experience and didn’t want to leave. They were 
treated like royalty! As the parents of children who 
endure so many countless medical procedures and 
doctors’ appointments, it is such a blessing for us to
see them have fun and enjoy life,” said a mom and 
dad from San Francisco.

If you would like to fi nd out how you, your organization 
or your business can get involved with Great Escapes, 
please email greatescapes@starlight.org. To view a 
calendar of upcoming Great Escapes events, please 
visit www.starlight.org/greatescapescalendar.
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Cars for a Cause
Want to fi nally get rid of that unwanted vehicle 
that is taking up 
space in your garage?  
Donate your used, 
running or non-running 
car, truck, boat, RV,
or motorcycle to 
Starlight Starbright 
Children’s Foundation 
and help make 
a world of difference 
for seriously ill children 
and their families! Visit www.cars4causes.net and 
select Starlight Starbright as your charity benefi ciary. 
The process is easy, and you can reclaim your garage 
space while doing something special to help sick kids 
and their families.

For the fi fth consecutive year, Starlight Starbright 
Children’s Foundation has received a 4-star rating 
from Charity Navigator, America’s largest independent 
evaluator of charities. 

Charity Navigator commends 
Starlight Starbright’s efforts, 
stating: “Receiving four out of 
a possible four stars indicates 
that your organization excels, 
as compared to other charities 
in America, in successfully 
managing the fi nances of 
your organization in an effi cient and effective manner. 
This consistency in your rating is an exceptional 
feat, especially given the economic challenges many 
charities have had to face in the last year.” 

Only 2.74 percent of the charities Charity Navigator 
rates have received fi ve or more consecutive 
4-star evaluations, indicating that Starlight Starbright 
Children’s Foundation outperforms most charities in 
America in its efforts to operate in the most fi scally 
responsible way possible.

Starlight Starbright also meets the BBB Wise Giving 
Alliance’s Standards for Charity Accountability, 
a national charity watchdog affi liated with the
Better Business Bureau.

Give With Confi dence

Starlight Starbright is proud to unveil Site of a Million 
Stars  — a universe of individuals and organizations 
who are coming together to bring seriously ill children 
and their families out of the dark. Want to help? Starting 
August 1, visit www.millionstars.org and design the 
star or constellation of 
your choice, choose its 
location in our virtual 
universe, and add a 
personal message, 
image or URL to let 
fellow star travelers 
know more about you 
and the nature of your 
support. Use your star 
power to honor a friend 
or family member, 
promote your company or organization, or share words 
of encouragement for our families. It’s your chance to 
shine a light into the lives of families who need it most.

Become One in a Million!

Do you know a child 
who is struggling with 
asthma? Is a young 
person in your family 
scheduled to undergo 
an MRI? Is a teen 
you love nervous 
about beginning 
chemotherapy?  
Starlight Starbright’s 
array of online 
interactive educational programs, websites and
games can help.

Each of our online programs was developed with 
input from children and families and guidance from 
leading medical professionals. Some are geared 
toward reducing fear and increasing understanding 

before medical treatment, 
while others are designed 
to help children cope with 
their illnesses over the long 
term. All of the programs help 
educate pediatric patients 
about their conditions 
and medical procedures, 

encourage children to communicate with healthcare 
providers, and strive to empower children in the face
of their illnesses.

Help Children You Know Find Essential Health Info Online

Be Our Friend
Introducing the Starlight Starbright MySpace page! 
We created a MySpace® profi le to help spread the 
word about Starlight Starbright and help members 
of the MySpace community learn how they can 
get involved. 

Visit our profi le at www.myspace.com/starlightfriends.

Starlight Starbright has completed 
production on a new television Public 
Service Announcement entitled “In My 
World.” The spot features children talking 
about what living with serious illness is 
like, and how Starlight Starbright makes a 
difference in their lives. Jamie Lee Curtis 
provides the spot’s narration. Available in 
:60 and :30 versions, Starlight Starbright 
is currently seeking pro bono placements 
of the spot on broadcast networks, cable 
television, in-fl ight entertainment, in-store 
networks, websites, movie theaters and 
other mediums. 

If you are interested in running our PSA, 
please contact psa@starlight.org.

To view the :60 spot and learn more 
about Starlight Starbright’s other PSA 
initiatives, visit www.starlight.org/psa.

IN MY WORLD

Visit www.starlight.org/programs 
to fi nd online programs related to:

Asthma
Blood tests 

Bone marrow aspiration and biopsy
Burn injuries 

Cancer
Cystic Fibrosis

IVs
Kidney Disease

MRIs, CT scans and X-rays
Sickle Cell
Spinal taps

Ulcerative Colitis and 
Crohn’s Disease
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Mile High Hunters Take Over Denver – Again!
On June 23, Starlight 
Starbright of Colorado
held its 2nd Annual Mile 
High Hunt team trivia race 
and scavenger hunt in 
Downtown Denver — and 
according to this year’s 
participants, the race 
couldn’t have been more 
fun for such 
a worthy cause!

This year, the Hunt started and fi nished at Denver’s 
Pepsi Center, home of the city’s Nuggets and Avalanche 
sports teams and next 
door neighbor 
to Denver’s colorful 
Lower Downtown 
district, LoDo.  More 
than 200 people 
— about 50 teams! 
— took LoDo by storm 
for nearly two hours, 
looking high and low 
for answers to riddles about some of Denver’s oldest 
establishments, newest businesses, and wackiest 
landmarks.  Best of all, nearly everyone of these fun-
loving teams competed in costume for the Hunt’s 
now-famous and popular BEST TEAM THEME contest 
— catching the eyes of almost every Denverite in LoDo!

Though teams with top route times and top team theme 
received amazing prize packages, every participant got 
to enjoy free food, beer, and live funk/jazz music 
at the fi nish line.  They all also received “I Survived the 
Mile High Hunt” cards, which granted them evening 
specials at LoDo establishments that participated in 
the Hunt.

The event raised 
more than $15,000 
which will go directly 
to supporting 
Starlight Starbright 
programs and 
services!  And 
just like last year, 
generous sponsors covered all event costs, which 
combined with the superhuman dedication of Starlight 
Starbright volunteers and the enthusiasm of the event’s 
participants, made the event another tremendous 
success!

Visit www.starlight-colorado.org and click on “How 
to Help” for more information on helping Starlight 
Starbright-Colorado through its special events.  Or, to 
view photos or learn more about this year’s Hunt, visit 
www.starlight-colorado.org/hunt.

In honor of 
April’s National 
Volunteer 
Week, Starlight 
Starbright 
conducted 
a nationwide 
search and 
selected Denver 
resident Brett 
Shrewsbury 
as our Volunteer 

of the Year. In his honor, Starlight Starbright dedicated 
a PC Pal to Denver Health Medical Center, the hospital 
of his choosing, on April 16.

Brett became involved with Starlight Starbright in 2002 
as a volunteer at Hospital Happenings — 
fun-fi lled parties and events that help seriously ill 
children combat the hospital blues. 

“I decided that I wanted to volunteer my free time 
to an organization that served children, and after 
attending one of Starlight Starbright’s Hospital 
Happenings and saw the smiles that were put on the 
kids faces because of the event, I was in for a 
ifetime,” said Brett.

Brett continued to expand his volunteer services for 
Starlight Starbright by participating at dozens of events 
both in and out of the hospital setting, and in 2003, 
he began to host a yearly turnkey fundraiser with 
the National Association of Investment and Financial 
Advisors, raising more than $10,000 each year at his 
event. Still not satisfi ed, he recently decided to create 
the fi rst ever Mardi Gras Masquerade Ball, which was 
held on February 9, 2007 in Denver. The inaugural 
event doubled his previous fundraising efforts, bringing 
in more than $20,000. To top it all off, Brett has also 
solicited the assistance of his wife and her parents, 
who all have become regular volunteers for Starlight 
Starbright during the last three years. 

“Brett’s enthusiasm for the kids, his endless amount 
of energy and incredible sense of humor made him 
our number one volunteer,” said Kimberly Bourne, 
Executive Director of the Colorado Chapter. “We are 
lucky to have such a talented, personable and caring 
individual helping us to fulfi ll Starlight Starbright’s 
mission, and we are thrilled to place a PC Pal 
at Denver Health Medical Center in his honor as 
a small token of our gratitude.”

Starlight would like to extend our gratitude to all the 
selfl ess volunteers who make it possible deliver our 
programs to so many children and families in need. 
We would have liked to name you all volunteers 
of the year!

If you would like to become a volunteer, please visit 
www.starlight.org/volunteer to learn more.

Starlight Starbright Honors 
National Volunteer of the Year

Dear Friends:

I hope this fi nds you enjoying our beautiful 
state this summer!  Thanks to our supporters 
like you who have donated their time, energy 
and fi nancial support to improve the quality 
of life for seriously ill children and their families 
here in Colorado, I am proud to share with 
you that we have served hundreds of children 
and their families so far this year because 
of your support.  

With your help, Starlight Starbright Children’s 
Foundation is able to provide a respite from 
the stress endured by sick children and their 
families through our Great Escapes program.  
Great Escapes — such as an Egg Hunt at the 
Air Force Academy, tailgating and tickets to 
a Colorado Crush game or enjoying hot dogs 
and popcorn at a Rockies game — can bring 
families some much-needed fun and laughter 
during this summer season. 

Great Escapes are coordinated and funded 
entirely by Starlight Starbright staff, donors and 
volunteers so families are able to simply 
show up and enjoy the event together.  
Our goal is to ensure that, in between the 
visits to the hospital, families have the 
opportunity to create lasting, happy memories 
not only during the dog days of summer, 
but throughout the entire year.

As you enjoy the warm months to come 
by taking a family camping trip or traveling to 
spend time with loved ones, Starlight Starbright 
children and their families will be spending their 
summer dealing with the intrusion of illness 
in their lives.  Life is anything but normal, and 
summer doesn’t necessarily promise to be 
much different than any other time of year in 
that regard.  

With your help, Starlight Starbright can help 
these families fi nd relief from the constant worry 
and isolation and feel normal again for just 
a few hours this summer.

On behalf of our Board of Directors and the 
children and families we have the honor and 
pleasure of serving, I thank you for helping us 
bring joy and laughter into the lives of those 
who need it most.

Sincerely,

Kimberly S. Bourne
Executive Director
Starlight Starbright Children’s Foundation
Colorado

LETTER FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Long-time Starlight Starbright supporter Jamie Lee Curtis has signed on to serve 
as Starlight Starbright’s National Spokesperson.

Jamie Lee was fi rst introduced to Starlight Starbright when her son, Tom, was 
seriously injured in a fall from a teeter-totter at age fi ve. 

“I hate to even remember those fi rst few hours,” recalls Jamie Lee. “Seeing a little 
child in such pain, much less my own son, was horrifying. Never in my life had I 
felt so helpless. Nothing I could say or do seemed to ease his anxiety
or pain.”

She remembers doing her best at the hospital to remain calm and show her son 
confi dence, while inside her heart was breaking as he endured blood draws and 
waited for surgery to save his life. 

“Then the nurses rolled in the Starlight Starbright Fun Center. I will never forget that moment as long as I live,” 
says Jamie Lee. “As he began to engage in the fast-paced video games on the Starlight Starbright Fun Center, 
he was completely transformed. His anxiety and pain gave way to happiness, playfulness and distraction.”

Jamie Lee says that from that point on, her family’s hospital 
experience changed. She came away with the conviction that 
Starlight Starbright’s programs should be available to families in every 
community, and that she wanted to do everything she could to make 
that goal a reality.

“What my son and I went through that night is just a taste of what 
families of children with cancer, heart disease, cystic fi brosis and 
other life-threatening conditions go through for weeks, months and 
even years on end,” says Jamie Lee. “I am proud to be the national 
spokesperson of an organization doing so much to help these families 
fi nd some relief … to help them feel less isolated … to improve their 
quality of life during very diffi cult times.” 

In coming months, listen for Jamie Lee in Starlight’s new television 
PSA and on radio spots detailing corporate partnerships, and look 
for her this fall as part of the launches of a new Nintendo Wii Fun 
Center model and our Charity Challenge videogame. 

Jamie Lee Curtis Signs On as Spokesperson

From July 1 through July 23, Hollywood Video®

store guests donated stars to help light up a child’s 
life. When guests made a tax deductible donation 
of $1 or more, Hollywood Video displayed a specially 
designed star featuring the donor’s name on a wall in 
the store to honor their gift. 

One hundred percent of all proceeds from the “star” 
campaign came to Starlight Starbright, where they 
will enable the construction of a new Hollywood Video 
Starlight Site teen lounge in a hospital pediatric ward, 
as well as a host of other programs.

If you missed the campaign, have no fear! Hollywood’s 
dedication to Starlight Starbright is year-round. Next 
time you visit any Hollywood Video or Game Crazy 
store, drop your change in one of the cash canisters at 
the check out. The money collected will go toward the 
sponsorship of Fun Centers benefi ting children 
at hospitals in your community. 

For more on Starlight’s partnership with Hollywood 
Video,  visit www.starlight.org/hollywood.

Hollywood Video® Guests 
Light Up Sick Children’s Lives

For Sarah and Matt, it 
has been an incredibly 
stressful few years. 
In 2004 their son Ben 
was diagnosed with 
neuroblastoma, a 
cancer of the nervous 
system, and since that 
time life has centered 
around Ben’s care.

“I am so grateful that 
we were introduced 

to Starlight Starbright when we moved to Denver 
a year ago,” says Sarah. “Great Escapes give 
everyone in our family something to look forward too, 
and have helped us get back a sense of normalcy. 
We’ve enjoyed so many family activities through the 
program — Disney on Ice, hockey games, a Hi-5 
performance and painting at Color Me Mine, just to 
name a few.”

Spend some time with families like Sarah and Matt’s 
and you’ll quickly learn that, when a child or teenager 
has a serious medical condition, everyone in the 
family is affected.

GREAT ESCAPESGREAT ESCAPES
One Family’s StoryOne Family’s Story

“My daughter Madeline was born only six weeks after 
Ben’s original diagnosis, so she basically spent the 
fi rst year of her life in the hospital. It wasn’t just Ben 
going through treatment — we were all living out of his 
hospital room,” recalls Sarah. 

“The special thing about 
Great Escapes is that 
Starlight Starbright 
includes Madeline too. 
She loved Disney on Ice! 
Great Escapes give us 
all a chance to enjoy time 
together — outside the 
treatment room.

“We wouldn’t have the 
chance to do things 
like this otherwise,” she adds. “Our lives completely 
changed fi nancially when our son was diagnosed. I 
stopped working to take care of him. And his medical 
bills have topped $2 million. We are getting by, but 
the extra things like family outings would otherwise be 
something we would no longer be able to enjoy.

“Starlight Starbright really has made a difference for 
everyone in our family.”

Interested in learning what Starlight Starbright is doing in Colorado? Visit www.starlight-colorado.org to fi nd out. 

Visit www.starlight.org/howtohelp to fi nd creative ideas about how you can make a difference for seriously ill children and their families. 

®

Golf Tournament Fundraiser
August 20, 2007

Green Gables Country Club

Art Auction Fundraiser
October 6, 2007

1022 Humboldt Street

Mardi Gras Masquerade
February 22, 2008

Location TBD

For ticket or sponsorship information 
for these events, contact Kimberly Bourne 

at kimberly@starlight-colorado.org

Upcoming Events

On April 19, 
employees of COPIC 
Financial hosted 
an auction to benefi t 
Starlight Starbright 
— and they raised 
an extraordinary 
$8,704!  COPIC 
employees were 
hoping to raise 
$6,000 so that they 
could sponsor 

a new Fun Center and a Great Escape for Starlight 
families; needless to say, they far exceeded their goal!

COPIC employees will be responsible for bringing the 
fi rst Fun Centers to Colorado that will have the Nintendo 
Wii game system, which features a motion sensitive 
remote that allows the user to turn, twist, lift, etc.  
Nintendo is specially designing the remote to be usable 
for children with limited mobility — which is why Starlight 
Starbright is so excited that COPIC employees chose to 
sponsor one for a Colorado hospital!

Because COPIC employees exceeded their goal by 
more than $2,500, they also chose to sponsor 25 Parties 
in a Box for Colorado’s rural hospitals and help purchase 
a brand new suit for Starry, Starlight Starbright’s beloved 
mascot.  And if 
all of that wasn’t 
enough, COPIC 
Financial also 
sponsored four 
teams for the Mile 
High Hunt, paying 
all registration 
fees for COPIC 
employees taking 
part in the Hunt!  

Congratulations to COPIC Financial on a job well done!  
Thank you for supporting Starlight Starbright in so many 
ways, and for setting such a fi ne example of corporate 
stewardship!

To learn more about how your corporation or 
organization can help bring Starlight Starbright programs 
to more families in Colorado, contact Kimberly Schultz 
at kimberly@starlight-colorado.org. 

Corporate Success Story:
Employees Hold Stellar Silent
Auction for Starlight Starbright

Starlight Starbright Makes Fun Center Donation 
in Honor of Berthoud Boys
At a dedication 
ceremony held in 
June, two 
Fun Centers were 
donated to Denver 
Health Medical 
Center in the names 
of Tyler Carron and 
Nikko Landeros, two 
young men who lost 
their legs as the result of a car accident.
 
Tyler and Nikko, both Berthoud High School students 
at the time of the accident, were critically injured 
in early 2007 after being hit by a vehicle while 
changing a fl at tire.  Both teens spent a signifi cant 
amount of time at Denver Health during their recovery, 
forging strong relationships with Denver Health staff 
and bringing an extraordinary spirit of courage to 
the medical center during their stay.  Because their 
extended hospitalizations were representative of what 
many Starlight Starbright families experience, Starlight 
Starbright of Colorado chose to donate two 
Fun Centers to Denver Health in their honor.

“Tyler and Nikko participated in several Starlight 
activities during their stay at Denver Health, recalls 
Brett Shrewsbury Vice President of the Starlight-
Colorado Board. “During their participation they helped 
Starlight bring some fun to other children in the hospital.  
Their energy and optimism is inspiring to us all.  On 
behalf of the Starlight Board, we are excited to donate 
these Fun Centers to Denver Health in honor of Tyler 
and Nikko.“ 

The Carron and Landeros families drove more than 
an hour from Berthoud to Denver for the dedication 
ceremony during which they got to see “their” Fun 
Centers, meet other Starlight Starbright kids and 
families, and re-unite with Denver Health staff.  

The ceremony took place during the annual summer 
pediatric picnic party hosted by Starlight Starbright for 
Denver Health Medical Center, providing many Starlight 
Starbright children and families the opportunity to see 
and use the Fun Centers fi rst-hand.  Designed to provide 
pediatric patients in inpatient environments with hours 
of distraction, entertainment, and respite from anxiety 
or loneliness, Fun Centers are much-needed in medical 
center and hospital pediatric wings and treatment rooms.  


